
NNDC LOCAL PLAN 

Congratulations to Wendy for her election as your District Councillor. I am sure the new Local Plan for North 

Norfolk will be taking up a lot of her time over the coming months. The County Council has a role in planning issues 

only as a consultee - particularly relating to the impact on Highways and school places. I have been asked to submit 

any comments I have about the draft District Plan by 24th May: the County Council will then submit a ‘corporate 

response’ to the plan. I am very happy to include any points you would like to make in my comments to the County 

Council. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S NEW ‘CABINET STRUCTURE’ 

The new ‘Cabinet’ system for Norfolk County Council was confirmed at the AGM this month. I have mentioned the 

move from a committee system to a cabinet system at previous meetings but in a nutshell it means that the senior 

politicians making up the cabinet (all from the majority Conservative group) will make decisions about policy and 

councillors will have the chance to scrutinise those decisions through a new set of committees (up to now, the 

committees themselves debated and agreed the policies.) There are arguments for and against the new system and 

I’m not going to go over them again: what really matters is that nothing really changes in how you can raise issues 

that concern you: if you have any concerns about any aspect of the County Council’s work I would be very happy to 

take them up on your behalf. 

After two years on the Children’s Services committee - a job I am hugely grateful to have had - I have decided not 

to sit on any of the major new committees.  

CLIMATE CHANGE 

There was a debate at the Council AGM (and a number of questions to the leader) about the County’s role in 

tackling climate change. The issue is pushing itself up the political agenda and it’s likely that we will be discussing 

the issue a number of times over the next two years in relation to decisions the Council makes. The Council also 

adopted a ‘vision document’ to guide its policies over the next two years at the meeting today and one of the 

points made in the debate was how little it talked about public transport: a really important service in its own right 

of course but also an important part of an environmentally sustainable future. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

The government has launched a review of how special education needs and disability (SEND) services are funded. 

There’s a real crisis looming in funding for SEND - it’s predicted that there will be a £3.1 billion short fall in funding 

for Children’s Services overall by 2025 and SEND services make up a huge part of the overall Children’s Services 

budget. At today’s AGM I asked the Council leader if he will support parents who are campaigning to get the 

government to increase SEND funding. I’d be happy to provide any additional information about the campaign if 

any members of the Parish Council or community are interested. 

 

COUNCILLORS’ EXPENSES 

At the Council AGM we also debated the latest recommendation from the independent panel that looks at 

Councillors’ expenses. The panel recommended that councillors don’t get another increase in allowances at this 

time - this was accepted by councillors. I am sure the issue will be debated again soon because the leader of the 

Council has not ruled out looking at who gets additional allowances under the new cabinet system. I have 

consistently voted against the increases. 

HIGHWAYS ALLOWANCE 

With the £6,000 local highways fund topped up again for this financial year I am always on the lookout for small 

highways projects locally that could be paid for from the fund. If you have any suggestions, just let me know. 
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